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LOCATION, { 


DATE” ( 
11 Oct 1951 


/3. DATE-TIME GROUP 
Locet 0939 


12. CONCLUSIONS 


Was Bolloon 
Probobly Bolloon 
Possibly Balloon 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
YL Ground- Vi sval D Ground-Rodor 
2 Ain Vi wot 


50U 


Wos Aiscroft 
Probably Aireroft 
Possibly Aircroft 


D Air-Intorecept Roder 


Wos Astronomicol 
Probably Astronomical 
Possibly Astronomical 
Other. UNIDENTIFIED 


Insufficient Dete for Evaluction 
Inknowen 


Ne Civilian 
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 9, NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 
5 minutes 


goo cog ago OOO 


Multiple (3) Manuevered 
10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SICHTING Vi. COMMENTS 

Ovserved from A/C at 10,000 ft. Brightly WHIDANTTFILD. When observers contacted 
slowing object. Moving from E to W at high airport, tried to track with thecdolite 
d, At high altitude, Moved at speed of but couldn't because objects moving too 


, 


5 degree per second, Halo with dark wndersurfdce fast. Also observed again two hours 
and slowed dowm and began climb in a lazy later. No vapor trails, Suoke gray 


circles, with pattern like leaf falling. Did] color, No reflection from object. 
this for couple minutes, Watch for 5 min. A 
number of these objects observed from ground, 
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3. The object acted exectly «s if under definitely control! Light. 
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wrivht. 0632, 73: 
obs erring the rr ab barb 
S.¥ 6f Us "98 ¢ rer 
polis ar? hen 
ine 


The 
e trie! 
of the winds! 
deprecsa ner 


This object was reculier in 
aroun! 41% sith « dark unjersurface. 
an} starve? to clinb in lazy circles slowly f of ade uns Line 
fallin~ onk leat imver bo wont thr * 3.38 ions for « ecsunle mimes 
en! then with a ver rs don <is' =: : the ¢sst. ‘his aiiect, 
Lick and I watened for ay»-roximmel; five ninives, 


‘I don't know how to tebe > : ‘ % I didn't have 
the belloon in sirlut for a cour 


‘Shortly after this we caw ano’ 
It aprrosche’ from whe west ani aisappesred + 
any trace of vanor treii. 


“hen I saw the secon. one I called our *recing stntion at the U. of 
Airport an? the observers there on the theocolite manire! to ret niisoses of 
a number of then, but couldn't “een the thesiolite ¢ fast enough to keep 
then in the Piel of their instruncnts, loth voug : vorian caught 
Flinnses of these objects in the theodclite efter I nothnse? then of their 
presence by radio." 


Status of Investiguticn 
Further details of tho incident Lave ber romesu! soureos hero 


been investiested on’ are known to be experience. ‘high altituic balloon ob- 
servers with General :il1s balloon projects. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


oe) 


eral bY A Gs PTR OCR 
 chahiktel beinblin bn SATUS seteeT wk 
Vee Hi ~ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


MINUAPOLIS, $c, =< LL Yetober 1951 | 


I. LIS Sh10 oF Tcl 


the only infor:ution avail: ble on this incident is a letter quoted telow: 


'TI:f.; ©6230, 11 Oct 41. y enc I were flying at 10,000 ft. ob 
servin; the rreb ber balloon when I saw a brirhtly plovin: object to the o.. of 
University of iUnnesota Aircort, At that tive we were a few miles north of 
Minhnearolis aml he: fing east, I xintsed 1% out to Jics an? we Loti: mace the 
followine observation: 


‘The object wus novine fron cust to wert at a hici. rate and very hic’ 
ve tried keeving Ue shiv on a ccoastent cource un: iny reinf relic : 
the windshield as a point. the object moved surt this .enber at about 
per second, ‘ 


rr or 
Jerrees 


This object was reculiar in that it hed what can be deseribed a & halo 
arounl it with a dark undersurface. It crossed ranitly anl then slovwe Pee 
and sturted to clirt in lazy circles slowly, ‘the oattern it imide wis i ea 
fellin~ onk leaf inverted, It went throurh these gyrutions for a courle min tes 
end then with a very ravid aceclerction disapneared to tne exst. This oiject, 

* Dick and I watched for ap-roximitely five nin.tes. 


"I don't know how to descrite its size, because at the tine I diin't have 
the balloon in sirht for a comerison, 


"Shortly after this we saw another one, but this one didn't hanre around. 
It ancroached fron the west ani disanveered to the eact, ncither one leaving 
eny trece of vavor trail, 


"when I saw the second one I celled our tracinzs stition ut the lL. of 1. 
Aircort and the observers there on the theodolit managed to ret rlincses of 
a muiber of ther, tut couldn't kee > the theodolite coin, fist enourh to : 
in the ficld of their instruments. Loth Loug Smith ani sick voriun cai 
of these objects in the theodolite after I notified then of their presence by 
ratio," 


\ 


TI, (tC ATER 
Unknown, but evidently clear. > 
Ill, STATS OF BN:STIG..TION 


Further investization croluce? no additional infor:ation as to the Li entity 


of the object, The theodolite omrator was iaterroz:.ted ani stated that he could orly 


observe “a brief tlur for atout two seconds’. suring his trief obccrvitisn, the ot— 
ject anpearei to te a smoky prey cirar shaped object, It left no vanor trail an} 
eve off no reflection, 


All observ.rs were vositive of the following fec~s: 
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A. The object, theunh varcely cefined and blurred, r tained a dofinite shape. 


B, Wo vapor tratir, exicuct Slisher, or Jot sro-ulsion were observe?, 


C. The object definitely secmei to be controlisd., The sources «re all ex- 
verienced enzineers with Gener:] ‘ills Balloon vrofects an? have teen observing 
811 types of balloons for s-rerel years, 


QT. 


thet the 


whie: 


can 
wmey were 


be graded us very relintie ani thst the 
entirely unfaniliar. 
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EXTRACT FROM STATUS REPORT #_ 3 


DATE: 10 Oct 52. 
TIME (Local): 1010 


LOCATION: Iinneapolis, Minn. 


“LENGTH OF TLEE OBSERVED: 2 Min. 


SOUND: None 

SPEED: High 
ALTITUDE: High 
HEADDG: SL 

SOURCE: Balloon Obs. 


ACTION OR COMMENTS: Further invest 


no conclusions, The invest 


DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: Round, si! 


ston of both of t 
clos: 
er object seen by 


See 


de 


has lead to, 


II for detatiis 


a balloon. 


EXTRACT FROM STATUS REPORT #3 


TIME (Local): 0430 

LOCATION: eunneapolie iftinn. 

LENGTH OF TIME OBSERVED: Severn] ilinutes- 
SOUND: None 

SPEED: Hish 

ALTITUDE: High 

FE ADIG ; Unknown 

SOURCE: Balloon Obs, 


ACTION OR COMMENTS: See Status Report No, II for details. 


DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: Hound, silver 
5 by grou obse 


ject seen by pilots tracking balloon and 
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VITEM 22 AMC /RESTRECTE 
¥ROM LT E J. RUPPELT ATIA.-2C 
O COL WILLIS AFOIN-V/TC 


SECURITY INFORMATION 

REFERENCE CSAF ITEM NR 6, TT-231, 9 
NOVEMBER 195%, SOURCES OF TiIIS REPORT VERE 
CHECSED AND ARE EXPERIENCED OBSERVERS 

WITH HIGH ALTITUDE RFSEARCH BALLOON 
PROJECT. ATIC IS INVESTIGATING FURTHER, 


END ITEM 11 AMC /RESTRICTED/ 
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15 Nov 51° 

AMC ITEM 11 
AVIAA-2C/RUPPELT 
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CSAP ‘ITEM G/UNCL/ ( 
Fit AFOLN-V/TC WILLIS 

THIS INFORMATION WAS REPORTED THROUGH A 
PERSONAL LETTER BY 1 [ROC RE : 
COMMENT OR EVALUATION. "TIME; 0630, {1 oct i> 


peg AND I WERE FLYING AT 10,000 F FT. 


G THE GRAB BAG BALLOON WHEN I SAW 


A BRIGHTLY GLOWING OSJECT TO THE S,E. OF U. 
‘FS Me AIRPORT. AT THAT TINE WE WERE A FEN 


HILES SOaTH OF MINNEAPOLIS AND HEADING 
EAST. I POINTED IT OUT TO DICK AND WE BOTH 
MADE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATION: 


“THE OBJECT WAS MOVING FROM EAST TO EST 


AT A HIGH RATE AND VERY HIGH. WE TRIED KEEPING 


FORCING MEMBER OF THE WINDSHIELD AS A POINT, 
WHE OBJECT MOVED PAST THIS MEMBER AT ASOUT 
2) DEGREES PER SECOND. 

“THIS OBJECT WAS PECULIAR IN THAT IT HAD 
VAT CAN BE DESCRIBED AS A HALO AROUND IT WITH 
A DARK UNDERSURFACE, IT CROSSED RAPIDLY AND 
THEN SLOWED DOWN AND STARTED TO CLIMB IN 
LAZY CIRCLES SLOWLY. THE PATTERN IT MADE WAS 
LIKE A FALLING OAK LEAF INVERTED, IT WENT 
THROUGH THESE GYRATIONS FOR A COUPLE MINUTES 
‘iD THEN WITH A VERY RAPID ACCELERATION DIS- 
PPPEARED TO THE EAST, THIS OBJECT, DICK AND I 

\TCHED FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES 


( TT-232 
9 Nov 51 
CBA ITEM 6 


~ torctrsbeteteone 


"I DON’T KNOW HOW TO DESCRIBE ITS SIZE, 
FECAUSE AT THE TIME I DIDN'T HAVE TNE BALLOON 
Ii SIGHT FOR A COMPARISON. 

"SHORTLY AFTER THIS WE SAW ANOTHER ONE, 

LUT THIS ONE DIDN*T HANG AROUND. IT 
SPPROACHED FROM THE WEST AND DISAPPEARED TO 
THE EAST, NEITHER ONE LEAVING ANY TRACE OF 
VAPOR TRAIL. 

"JHEN I SAW THE SECOND ONE I CALLED OUR 
TRACING STATION AT THE U.OF MN. AIRPORT AND THE 
OBSERVERS THERE ON THE THEODOLITE MANAGED To 
GET GLIMPSES OF A NUMBER OF THEM, BUT COULDN'T 
KEEP THE THEQDOLITE GOING FAST ENOUGH TO KEEP 
THEM IN THE FIELD OF THEIR INSTRUMENTS. BOTH 
DOUG SMITH AND DICK DORIAN CAUGHT GLIMPSES OF 
THESE OBJECTS IN THE THEODOLITE AFTER I 
WOTIFIED THEM OF THEIR PRESENCE BY RADIO." 

END CSAF ITEM S/UNCL/ 
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YM WING INT OFFICER 153 FTR INTCP WG MINNESOTA 
TO CO ATIC WP AFB OHIO 


IN REFERENCE TO YOUR MsG/ REQUESTED INFO WILL BE 

ACCOMPLISHED AS SOON (WHIO 4792) AS POSSIBLE. MR MR 

AND MR ARE ALL OUT OF TOWN, CONTACT COULD NOT BE MADE. 

TRIED TO LOCATE A MR ANYONE WITH THIS NAME COULD NOT BE 

LOCATED. A REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED TO YOUR HQS ‘AS SOON AS THE 
PERSONNEL LISTED ABOVE RETURN 
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